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The National Commission on International Trade and Health Studies
(NCITHS), in collaboration with the International Trade and Health Programme
(ITH), hosted the International Trade and Health Conference, chaired by Dr. Suwit

Wibulpolprasert, on July 7-8,2015 at The Sukosol Hotel, Bangkok. Read more
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Disclaimer: Materials presented in this document were drawn from various sources. ITH do not own copyright to the material presented; we are
not liable or responsible for any incomplete or inaccurate information that may be presented in the document.
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NHC assert Thailand must take firm stance on asbestos at
international stage. Hurries MOPH and Thai Health to
educate consumers and contractors

3 July 2015, National Health Commission Office - National Health Commission declared
blacklisting chrysotile must be supported at international stage. The Commission reasserted
that the sub-committee on Thailand’s positioning for Rotterdam Convention must use
all-rounded information, be knowledgeable on the hazards of asbestos, and not be fooled by
distorted information. It further calls for Ministry of Public Health, Thai Health Promotion
Foundation and all organizations for consumers to speed up information dissemination to
contractors for the benefit of laborers throughout the nation. Read full article in Thai
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A close watch on cabinet’s Procurement Act discussion —fears
foreign businesses are favored

7 July 2015, Hfocus - The agenda for the cabinet meeting on 7 July should be closely watched
as Ministry of Finance submits the draft Procurement Act for approval. Fears that provisions
tavoring foreign businesses have been inserted in the draft arise as it was written without
transparency and was not open for comments, not even for the Public Health Ministry who
was not sent a draft and thus has no comments for consideration by the cabinet. Moreover,

armaments have been excluded from the drafted Act.
Read full article in Thai

- (Draft) Public Procurement and Supply Management Act BE... (Thai)
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RCEP Ministers prepare for intense discussion, determined
to wrap up this year

10 July 2015, Department of Trade Negotiations - ‘Malaysia' will be hosting the Intersessional
RCEP Ministerial Meeting in Kuala Lumpur on 13 July 2015 to accelerate and wrap up the
negotiations on goods, service and investment market liberalization by the end of 2015.

Read full article in Thai

Related news:

- Thailand joins RCEP Ministers in discussions for 0% tax, expecting to conclude in
2015
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Thailand-Australia to meet for F TA review. 4 points
highlighted. Urges for 5 products liberalization

11 July 2015, Thansettakij - Commerce prepares for the review of Thailand-Australia FTA
on 4 main issues that remain barriers to trade and investment — agricultural market
liberalization, free trade in services, government procurement and competition policy.
Australia was revealed to urge Thailand to open its market for five food products, hoping to

export these products to Thailand in exchange for bakery products exportation from

Thailand. Read full article in Thai
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Concerns raised on visa extension for Chinese and Burmese
receiving treatment in Thailand. Fears brain drain.
Recommends money and benefits for retention in public
sector

20 July 2015, Hfocus - “Jon Ungpakorn” expresses concern over visa extension which aims to
attract “Chinese and Burmese patient” to receive treatment under “Medical hub” scheme.
He fears such extension will affect Thai patients and induce the flow of physicians, nurses
and health workforce out of the public sector, particularly under the market expansion in
China due to the country’s large population which accounts to one-fifth of the world
population; there may be more hospitals catered towards this population to accommodate
medical tourists in the future. He further recommends the government to have measures in
hand to retain health workforce within the system as well as to make private hospitals take
on more responsibility over patients under the health security system.Read full article in Thai

Related news:

- Public Health-Tourism develop strategy on “Medical hub — medical tourism”
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TPP and the disadvantages of Thai exports

20 July 2015, Bangkokbiznews - Japanese newspaper reported on 3 July that the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP) negotiations had already achieved 80% of the 31 main negotiation topics.
Read full article in Thai

Related news:

- As TPP Ministers Meet, NGOs Make Urgent Push For Public Interest
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Cabinet approves Commerce’s proposal for commitment to
Trade Facilitation Agreement

29 July 2015, Department of Trade Negotiations - The meeting of the cabinet on 28 July 2015
approved the proposal by the Ministry of Commerce on “Accepting the Protocol Amending
the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organization to insert the Trade
Facilitation Agreement into the WTO Agreement,” binding Thailand to the commitments
under WTO’s Agreement on Trade Facilitation (TFA).

Read full article in Thai
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Cabinet endorses Thailand’s stance for the 3rd
Thailand-Pakistan Joint Trade Committee Meeting along
with frameworks for Thailand-Pakistan and Thailand-Turkey
negotiations

29 July 2015, Department of Trade Negotiations — At the meeting on 28 July 2015, the cabinet
gave its approval on Thailand’s stance for the 3rd Thailand-Pakistan Joint Trade Committee
Meeting. The Meeting also adopted the draft frameworks for Thailand-Pakistan and Thai-
land-Turkey FTA negotiations to be use as guide in the negotiation for both FTAs and

agreed to have the Minister of Commerce announce the launch of the two FTAs.
Read full article in Thai
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Going against drug monopoly. When drug prices are out of
reach, Wﬁat will patients do?

29 July 2015, Hfocus - To be completely healed from a disease proves that a medical treat-
ment is worth it. However, it is truly unfortunate if there exists medication for a disease but
is inaccessible by a patient and thus leading to the patient’s death.

“Hepatitis C”is a silent threat to health with the virus slowly going around, hidden
in one’s body, without the patient’s awareness until the symptom shows through chronic
hepatitis, cirrhosis, paleness and eventually liver cancer, with no treatment possible. This
dangerous virus plagues not only Thais, but people worldwide. Read full article in Thai
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